
1st Quarter Vocabulary Study Guide 
 

1. Beat - The steady pulse of the music 
 

2. Rhythm - The organization of sound and silence (notes and rests) 
 

3. Tempo - How fast or slow the music is played or sung 
 

4. Dynamics - How loud or soft the music is played or sung 
 

5. Crescendo (Cresc.) - To gradually get louder 
 

6. Decrescendo (Decresc.) - To gradually get softer 
 

7. Diminuendo (Dim.) - To gradually get softer 
 

8. Unison (Unis) - All parts singing the same notes or pitches 
 

9. Staff - Five lines 
 

   
 

10. Bar Line - The vertical line that separates measures 
 

   
 

11. Measure - Music staff between bar lines   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



12. Repeat Signs - 
 

           
13. Treble Clef - 

 

 
 

14. Bass Clef - 
 

 
 

15. Grand Staff - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dynamics Chart 
 

Italian  Symbol  English 

Pianissimo  pp  Very Soft 

Piano  p  Soft 

Mezzo Piano  mp  Medium Soft 

Mezzo Forte  mf  Medium Loud 

Forte  f  Loud 

Fortissimo  ff  Very Loud 

 


